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PREFACE

Each year students In the History 1IB Class are asked in
Flrst Term to research a paper on some aspect of the History of
Australia before Federation that Interests them, basing their
work, wherever possible, on primary sources. Some of these papers
reach high standards, and not Infrequently make original
contributions to the understanding of our hlstory, especially to
the local history of thils reglon.

This collection of flve of the papers presented thls year
has been a§sembled to make the frults of some of this research
avallable to others, and at the same time to show students the
standard of work that can be achleved. These essays are not
necessarily the best essays, but they are good ones and are
technically well presented. They have been chosen, however, move
to demonstrate the variety of Issues that Interest studsnts:
local as well as natlonal; female as well as maile; black as well
and white.

They display a solld background and provide an insight Into
several themes developed during the First Tarm. |In thls way they
constitute a useful supplement to the course and should prove
Interesting reading.

it s hoped that this project wlll continue from year to year
both to encourage research and originality and to slowly bulld up
a body of material to which later students can refer.

Carol Bacch!
Peter Hempenstall
Noel Rutherford
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THE SQUATTING WOMEN OF AUSTRALIA

‘ [}

by Sally Kinsley

SYNOPSIS

Frederlck Jackson Turner (1861-1932) flirst emphaslised the Impact
of a wliliderness environment on a transpianted clvillzation. He saw
that free land on the frontler, drawlng men away from European
Iinfluence, helped bulld a new Americanism. Frontier tralts of self-
rellance and Individuallsm, and a "restless energy that comes with
freedom" left thelir Imprint on soclety. Russel Ward In
The Australian Legend relates Turner's ideas on the signlficance of
the frontler fo the development of Australla. He states that In
contrast to America the Australlan frontler was Inimlical to the
small farmer. The nature of the pastoral Industry, the country's
staple, and the great though decreasing scarclty of white women
in the outback brought into belng an Itinerant rural proletariat,
overwhelmingly masculline In composition and outlook. Thus
he draws a plcture of the typlical bushman as a wanderlng Individual s+
McQueen, however, In A New Britannia suggests in fact that many
may have had farms closer In and only have gone outback for a reason.
Therefore they were not necessarlly Ward's collec¢tivists but were
just as much small farmers as on the American frontler. To support
his argument that many bushmen had a farm and family |ife McQueen
presents evidence such as Henry Lawson's story "The Drover's Wife*,
This story and the new Ii1ght which McQueen's theory sheds brings
to attentlon the existence of a new class of people, that Is, the
bushman's wlves or the squatting women. The posltion of part-time
wlfe and part-time boss they had to fulfil and the qualitles that
thelir pecullar |ifestyle exacted from them must have recognition.

In recent years the significance of the frontler In relatlion
to the history and development of a country has recelved Increasing
attention. F.J. Turner (1861-1932) first recognised the tremendous
influence of fpontler conditions In America on molding the-llfestyle,
and the attitudes of Its people. Since new countries |lke
Australia and the United States were settled by Europeans, the
natural tendency of historlians was to explain development in terms
of successive Influences from Europe. The achlevement of Turner's
theory was to show that Indlgenous and particularly 'frontier!
Influences were of major Importance In any just understanding of
American history. Turner reasoned, In so far as the American was
not Just a transplanted European but a dlifferent kind of man, the
change could only have been brought about by changes met within the
new land. And thus he recognlised a new Americanlism based on
frontler tralts of self-rellance, restless energy, and 'that
exubrance' that comes with freedom. American 'Individuallism',
especlally, was seen as traceable to the small Independent farmers
produced by a conjuncture on the frontler of favourable cllimatic
condltlions and the Homestead Acts.

As In America, these Indigenous Influences must be seen as most
potent on the expanding frontler of Australia where they were met
by colonists In thelr most undiluted form. However, there exists
two opposling schools of opinion concerning the type of natlonal
ethos which.developed as a result of these Influences, those of
Ward and McQueen. In hls book The Australlan Legend, Russel!l Ward
reverses the Amerlican picture glven by Turner, clalming that the
faliure of the Free Selectlon Acts and the hostlility of the
Australlian frontier to the small farmers forced the typlcal
Australlan to accept collectivist notlons:
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"The plain fact Is that the Australian frontlersman
In the last century was a wage worker who did not
usually expect to become anything else....hls economic
Iinterests, unlike those of the American frontiersman
relnforced this tendency towards a soclal, collectivist
outliook™. (1)

McQueen, In A New Briltannlia, disputes thls theory and suggests,

In fact, that many bushmen may have had farms and a family life closer
in. That Is, they were not necessarily Ward's collectivists but
were Just as much small farmers as the American frontlersman. |f
McQueen's argument Is valid, recognition must be given not only to
the bushmen of the frontler but also to the ploneer wlives - not
those that have their names carved out in the hlistory books of
Australia like the famous 'Mary of Maranoa', but those left In the
background to work a farm and raise a family. The typical, yet the
unobtruslive, such as the unknown drover's wife depicted by

Henry Lawson deserves consideration.

In the Australian Legend Ward argues that the typlcal bushman
was a wandering Individuallst, a nomad with no tles but those of
mateship. He states that this had to be the case because, In
contrast to America, frontler conditlons were inimical to the small
settler. In the United States favourable geographical conditlons
of solil, ralnfall and relatively accessible markets combined with
nineteenth century land leglislation, which culminated Iin the
Homestead Act of 1862, made It posslible for a poor man, backed by
hlis wife and famlily, to obtain a Ilving from the sofl. However,
In Australla Ward argues that conditlions were such that a bushman
might by

"loyal comblnation with his fellows win
better conditlons from hls employer but the
posslibillty of hls becoming hls own master by
Indlvidual enterprlise was wually but a remote
dream". (2)

The harsh facts of Australian geography, that Is, scanty railnfall
and great dlistances, ensured that most of the habitable land could
be occupled only sparsely and by pastoralists. The effect of these
Imitatlons, Ward goes on to polnt out, was further accentuated by
government land pollicies and leglislatlon. British manufacturers
wanting increasingly more wool for the Yorkshire textlile mills meant
that, from at least 1828 onwards, the effect, 1f not always the
Iintentlon, of legisliation was to favour the blig pastoralists. The
failure of the Free Selectlon Acts almed at 'unlocking the land'
bears testimony to thls fact. Thus geographical factors, comblined
wlith nineteenth century economlic condltions, ensured that the
typlcal station should be a very large unit, employing many casual
hands, but owned by a single man or a company of substantial caplital.

Because of thls, Ward argues most bushworkers seem to have felt
that there was |Ittle polint In saving money, as they belleved it
almost Impossibly difflcult for a poor man to become a landowner,
even In a small way. He glives the example that from 1831 when l|and
normally sold for five shiliings an acre a shepherd who saved every
penny of hls wages could only purchase hls own 'block' after seven
years and that perlod of time again would be requlired in order ot
obtaln sufflclent working caplital. (3) Supporting Ward's argument
Alexander Harris, author of Settlers and Convicts, cltes bad land
leglslation as the princlpal cause of the proverblial thriftlessness
of the pastoral proletariat. And Niel Black, landowner, commenting
on this aspect of hls workers lives, wrote

"Yet If they did not go regularly to the Grog shop
we should have no labour at all, they would save and
have properties of thelr own'. (4)

To Ward then

"+he typlcal Australian frontiersman was not a small,
individualist farmer, flll]ng his own soll with the
help of his family...Indeed he usually had no family
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and scorned agricultural pursuits®. (5)
In fact he goes on to say,

"So far from belng 'precipltated by the wilderness
into a primitive organisation based on the famlly',

he was preclpitated Into an equally primitive
organisatlion of ‘'nomad tribesmen', If one may concelve
a tribe without women and children®. (6)

In support of his vision of the bushman as a | cne figure wlthout
a wife or family Ward draws attention to what he calls the 'famlna.
of females! In the Interlor. in 1851, for Instance, In the remote
district of Maranoa there were sixty-five single males over thirteen
years and no single women of the same age group. (7) Taken from
census returns a table fllustrating the proportion of males to
females In the white population for the years 1841 and 1851 Is
located In the appendix. From these figures, assuming women to be
distributed evenly through the different groups of outback
population, Ward calculated that four out of every seven men of
that period would be doomed to bachelorhood. In reality, Ward states
the proportion of single men among the pastoral labourers would be
veiy much higher since the few marriageable girls would be
attracted to those with land or steady work. *(8)

in summary, ¥Ward sees frontiler conditlions as fostering and
Intenslifying the growth of a distinctlively Austral ian outlook, an
outlook strongiy egalitarian In nature and characterised by
sentiments of group solidarlity and loyalty. He polints to
environmental pressures as the cause of such behaviour, stating
that the 'difficulties' of outback |ife made the practice of a
collectivist 'mateship’' essential just as abundance of basic
foodstuffs made 1t possible. The bush hosplitality, so characteristic
of the Australian outback, represented 2 kind of primltive communism.
Thus he pictured the typlical Australlian bushman as a wage-earner
rather than a landowner, an individual wandering where work took
him with no tles of wife or family; but, bound by hls economic
interests and the loneliness and hardships of outback life towards
3 soclial collectivist outlook.

McQueen, on the other hand, sets out an argument In
A New Britannia which suggests that many bushmen may have had a farm
and family life close In. He claims that the downfall In Ward's
theory is his fallure to realise that I+ was not necessary for
bushmen to have thelr farms beyond Bourke. They could far more
easlly have one closer to the settled areas and only go outback
for the shearing season.(9Evidence for this Is not lacking. Such
seems to be the case In Louls Esson's "The Shearer's Wife:

"Before the glare o' dawn | rise
To mlilk the sicepy cows, an' shake
The droving dust from tlred eyes.
| set the rabbit traps, then bake
The Children's bread
There's hay to stook, an' beans to hoe,
Women must work, when men must go
Shearlng from shed to shed"'. (10)

The same situation Is present In Henry Lawson's story 'The Drover's
Wife' where the husband apparently spends six months of the year
belng a bushman and the other half trying o run a farm. He was a
squatter but '"the drought of 18- rulned him", (Il) and so to earn
money to keep a famlly he goes droving. For, as Ward himself
states, the labour scarclty far 'up the country' meant that wages
were usually higher In the bush. The outback, In fact, offerad
something nearly approaching absolute economic securlity. Huge
quantities of mutton, damper and tea and sufficlient rough slop
clothing were always avallable to competent workmen
unencumbered by wife or chlildren. (12) Thus It seems |lkely that
because of the higher wages and sel f-sufficient |ife that the
outback offered many men may have used It as a means to earn and
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save money with the alm of supporting a farm and family elsewherea.
Franclis Adams explalns that the bushman's
"vislts to the township are with a view of
entering hls cheque to his account, or of
forwarding it by post office order to his

'old woman' at the homestead hundreds of miles
away'. (13)

Anthony Troilope who travelled extenslvely In the outback and spent
some months In 1871, and again In 1875 on sheep statlons wrote:
"The bulk of the labour Is performed by a nomad
tribe, who wander In quest of their work, and are i
hired only for a time. This Is of course the
case in regard to washing sheep and shearing them...
For all these operations temporary work Is required
and the squatter seidom knows whether the man he employs
be marrled or singie. They come and go, and are
known by quecer nickhames or are known by no names
at all. They probably have their wives elsewhere and
return to them for a season®. (14)

v an Interview recorded at Singleton on the seventeenth of
April 1976 Mrs. Eric Robinson presented further evidence in
support of McQueen's argument. She stated that her grandfather
Robert Sinderberry, owner of an orchard at Camberwell, supplemented
his income by droving in the off-season leaving his wife, Ellen,
alone to cope with the farm in his absence. The census returns
recorded in the appendix couid tally with such an explanation
showing a higher percentage of females In those counties within
the boundaries, that is in the more closely settied districts
proportionately equal to males.

Thus in McQueen's opinion the bushman was not as landiess
as Ward makes out. For Instance in the Riverina In 1891 there
was general rellef amongst the striking dray drivers on learning
that fines Imposed could be taken only from wages and not from
property, suggesting that tn this area, at least, the bushman was
recelving an Incomc from the land. In the far north gold miners
opposcd the use of kanaka labour on sugar plantations on the
grounds that It made possible the establishment of large estates
and thus Iiimited their prospects of beccoming cane farmers. And
McQueen states that this ambition for land was not peculiar %o 2
particular group but extended to the townsfolk. There existed
a general feelling among the socliety of the time that the soill was
the source of a '"Blokes' rcdemption from larrickinhood. (15)
McQueen states that although Australia was, In places, a blg man's
country these were not where the bulk of the non-urban population
lived and worked. For example South Australia below the
line was deliberately a small holders' frontier. And important
pockets in the south west of Western Australia, Tasmania,
Glppsland, the Darling Downs and the Riverina alil confirm the
possibllity of landed proprietorship in Australla.

S.H.Roberts, author of The Squatting Age In Australia, agrees
with Ward that the smali men In the Australla of thlis tIime had a
hard lot but goes on to say that the bush offered opportunity.
He draws a picture of the average squatting estabiishment as two
slab huts, a tumble down wool shed and a couple of rougher out
stations. The absence of security over land preventing any sane
man from constructing a permanent home or improvements. In @&n
environment such as thls Roberts states that theoretically, @
squatter would boast of his garden and his intentlon to plough
some ten acres and would dream of a small barn and dalry but
these very rarely came to pass. (16) However, one begins to wonder
whether these were merely the 'dreams' of the squatter as Roberts
suggests, or whether there was Indeed some reality in them.
Especlially in the light of Roberts next statement that living
conditions for iong remained unbelilevably hard "even more so" than
the uncertalnty of tenure warranted. (17) Possibly the squatter
didn't worry about Improvements because for him this was only
a temporary existence, hls stable home being located elsewhere,
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a home which more than |lkely consist of the ten acres and the
dalry doscribed. Thus Roberts draws a very important point for
McQueen's argument. That is, that the 11lfe of a squatter was
usually a sordid, filthy exlistence:

"It was a penal servitude of the worst type
.there Is no romance in monotony and mutton fat'; (i8)

with the sole return of such an exlistence being monetary. Money
to perhaps fulfil or keep golng the dream.

In welghing the two oplinions of Ward and McQueen evidence
suggests the valldity of the argument set out by McQueen, especlally
in the light of tnconsistancies within Ward's work. For Instance
in defending the code of bush morals In his book The Australlian
Lcgend Ward quotes a squatter, Thomas Major, to the effect
that the bushman

“"with all his faults he not infrequentiy marries
and settles down to farming and raising children...".(19)

Yet, some fifty pages later, Ward states In contradiction, that
tie typical Australian frontiersman was a wage=-worker with the
possibility of hls becoming his own master by individual
enterprise usually only a remote dream. (20)

|f we accept McQueen's theory, that the ploneer bushman was
not the wandering individualist that Ward plctures but, in fact,
the owner of a small farm and family, one must look at the role
played by women on the frontier of Australia. The history books
tell of ploneer women fighting side by side with thelr husbands
to carve a path in the wilderness; McQueen's theory suggests
that the frontier created a second type of woman, those that the
men left behind to work a farm and rear a famlly. These women had
to take on a dual role - that of managor and worker, and wife and
mother - and play both with dedication and determination. The
'shearer's wife'! simply accepts the fact that

"Women must work, when men nrust go
Shearing from shed to shed". (21)
Hcr day started before the 'glare o' dawn'. She must do the “work
of two, milking, trapping and cultivating on the one hand and
baking and darning on the other. 'By the time evening comes she
is tired with "labour sore®. However, the poem suggests a
tiredness beyond the fatiguc of labqur;

"Tired of the bush, tThe cows, the gums,

The moon ls Ionely In the sky, .
The bush is lonely, an' lonely |

Stare down the track no horse draws nigh

An' start.....at the cattie bellis". (22)

In these few lines the loneliness and the monotony of the
i1fe of these wives Is felt. '"Wives' In the sense that they have
the responsibilities of such a pesition. They had a home and
children to tend and look after, but, derived few of the fradl+lonal
benefits of married life such as companlonshlp, dependency or .
securlty. It Is hard to Imagine in today's socliety the sense of
total Isolation they must have experienced. Henry Lawson's
'drover's wlfe', for instance, Is alone with her children In a two
roomed house bullit of rough timber, sliabs and stringy bark.
She is surrounded by bush:

.the everlasting, maddening sameness of the
stunted trees - that monotony which makes a man
long to break away and travel as far as trains
can go, and sall as far as ships can sall - and
further®., (23)
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The nearest sign of clvillzation, a shanty on the maln road, Is nineteen mlles

away. Lliving In such a manner, she has not heard from her husband In six
months, and is anxlous about him.

Russel Ward In The Australlian Legend talks of the hardships and lonelliness
the typical bushman experlenced and the strong bonds of mateshlp which
developed between such men because of these hardshlips. He talks especlally of
the tradition that a man should have his own speclal 'mate' with whom he
shared money, goods, and secret aspirations, and for whom, even when In the.
wrong he was prepared to make almost any sacrifice. However, Ward falls to
recognise the exlstence of women such as the 'drover's wife' for whom even
the compensatlon of frilendshlp with other females was denied. Thelr only
pipeline to the worid was thelr husbands who could be absent for as long as
elghteen months. (24) Henry Lawson In his story deplcts the condition of
such women with a simplicity and clarity that leaves a vivid Impression.

'The Drover's Wife' contalns no hintof an over-sentimentallsed treatment but
rather embodies a plain statement of life as It was. In the absence of her
husband the fgaunt sun-browned bushwoman' must deal wlth chlldbirth, death,
flre, flood and,as the story relates everyday threats such as appearance of a
deadly snake. Throughout the whole work there pervades a sense of resignation.
The wife accepts her lot. 'No use fretting', she says. Her husband may forget
sometimes that he Is married, but 1f he has a good cheque when he comes back
he witl give most of it to her. (25) However, underneath, there is a declded
dissatisfaction, a longlng for all those things most women possess. For the
drover's wife all her exclitement and recreation must be found In the 'Young
Ladles Journal'. On Sundays it is ritual that she dresses herself and the
children for a walk, taking as much care tfo make them look as smart as If

they were to do the block In the clty. However, Lawson takes care to polnt
out how pathetically wistful the exerclise was because there was nothing to

seec and not a soul to meet:

'You might walk twenty miles along thls track without being
able to fix a polnt In your mind'.(26)

Mrs. E. Roblnson of Singleton ililustrates the |1fe of these women more
fully with a first-hand account of the life of her grandmother, Mrs. Ellen
Sinderberry of Camberwell. She states that her grandmocther was a bushnurse

and in her husband's absence would ride as far as twenty mlies alone fo some-
one In need of her services. She had no professional tralning, all her know-
ledge belng passed to her from the former nurse, 'Granny Baldock'. Thls,

Mrs. Robinson states, occurred In most cases. Services were usually voluntary
and not only did the bushnurse tend the sick but in a majority of cases she
also ran the home of those that were Ill. Slckness, and especlally chiidbirth,
Mrs. Roblnson states, was one of the major fears. She relates how many times
a woman weak, and wlith chlld, would arrive at her grandmother's, having had
the baby, often without shelfter, on the way to find help and assistance from
the bushnurse. In 'The Drover's Wife' Lawson relates how the mother once rode
nineteen miles for asslstance carryling her dead chlld and how her last two
chlldren were born In the bush, one while her husband was bringing a drunken
doctor, by force, to attend her. (27)

Thls was the 1ife of many of Australia's ploneer women. Not one of
glory or fame but unobtrusive, and beset with the hardshlps of everyday
existence In a hostile environment. Women playing a part time role as wives,
but for the majority of time, alone.

'An! start ... at the cattle bellis', (28)

The quallty of thelr life Is perhaps best expressed by Lawson's 'dirty-legged
boy' who, throwing his arms around his mother, exclalims

'Mother, | won't never go drovin; blast me 1f | do!'29

In conclusion, Russel Ward's The Australlan Legend presents a picture
of the bushman as a wandering Indlvidualist forming part of a 'nomad tribe’
which was overwhelmingly mascullne In composition and outlook. He sees thls
singular social group as possessing an ethos, uniquely Australian, derlved
from the struggle to come to terms with thelr frontier environment. However,
the ethos which Ward presents in his book and which has become such a valuable
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expression and symbol of Australlan nationalism, |s inadequate In that it
precludes the possibiilty that women might also have played an Important role
on the frontier other than as mere appendages of thelr husbands. |t is In
McQueen's argument which states that many bushmen may have had a farm and
family |ife that one sees the squatting women, lone ploneers on the frontier
I1ke the 'famours' bushmen, left alone, whlle thelr husbands were occupied

droving or shearing, often for months at a time, to cope with the same
hostile environment.
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APPENDI X

0.

Proportion of Males to Females In White Population

(N.S.W. excluding Port Phillip)

in 1841 and 1851

Per Cent of

Males Females Total Males
County of Cumberliand -
1841 33,736 24,345 58,108 58.0
1851 42,035 39,079 81,114 5.8
Other Countles within
-the Boundarles -
1841 33,322 14,126 47,448 70.2
1851 44,975 33,457 78,432 57.3
Squatting Districts -
1841 7,551 l,494 9,045 83.5
19,219 8,478 27,697 69.4






