
THE U N I V E R S I T Y  OF NEWCASTLE 

DEPARTMENT OF H I S T O R Y  

STUDENT RESEARCH PAPERS 

I N  

EARLY AUSTRAL I A N  H l STORY 



C O N T E N T S  - 

RACE AGAINST T I M E  

b y  C h r l s t l n e  M l s k o  

CONV ICT  OFFENCES: SHAW/ROBSON? 

b y  G a r y  L u x f o r d  

JAMES MUDIE ,  C I V I L I A N  MAGISTRATE, PROPERTY OWNER, 

"CASTLE FORBESft, P A T R I C K  PLA I N S  

b y  L o u  I s G r s e n w e l  l 

THE AUSTRAL IAN AGRICULTURAL COMPANY 

b y  Ken K e n n e d y  

THE SQUATTING W3MEN OF AUSTRAL l A 

b y  S a l l y  K l n s l e y  



(ii) 

P R E F A C E  

Each y e a r  s t u d e n t s  I n  t h o  H l s t o r y  l I S  C l a s s  a r e  asked I n  

F i r s t  Term t o  r e s e a r c h  a pape r  o n  some a s p e c t  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  

A u s t r a l  1 a  b e f o r e  F e d e r a t  I o n  t h a t  I n t e r e s t s  them, b a s l n g  t h e t r  

work, wherever  possible, on p r l m a r y  sources .  Some o f  t h e s e  pape rs  

r e a c h  h l g h  s tanda rds ,  and n o t  l n f r e q u o n t l y  make o r l g l n a l  

c o n t r l b u t l o n s  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  h l s t o r y ,  e s p e c l a l  l y  t o  

t h e  l o c a l  h l s t o r y  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n .  

T h l s  c o t  l e c t l o n  o f  f l v e  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  t h l s  y e a r  

has been assembled t o  make t h e  f r u l t s  o f  some o f  t h l s  r e s e a r c h  

a v a l  l a b l e  t o  o t h e r s ,  and a t  t h e  same t l m e  t o  show s t u d e n t s  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  o f  work t h a t  can  be achieved. These essays  a r e  n o t  

n e c e s s a r l l y  t h o  b e s t  essays ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  good ones  and a r e  

technical l y  we1 l p r e s e n t o d .  They have been chosen,  however, more 

t o  demons t ra te  t h e  v a r l e t y  o f  I s s u e s  t h a t  I n t e r e s t  s t u d e n t s :  

l o c a l  as  w e l l  a s  n a t l o n a l ;  f ema le  a s  w e l l  a s  male;  b l a c k  a s  wet l 

and w h l t o .  

Thsy d l s p l a y  a  s o l l d  background and p r o v l d e  an i n s f g h t  i n t o  

s e v e r a l  themes deve loped d u r l n g  t h e  F l r s t  Term. I n  t h l s  way t h e y  

constitute a  u s e f u l  supp lement  t o  t h o  c o u r s e  and s h o u l d  p r o v o  

I n t e r e s t i n g  r e a d l n g .  

I t  I s  hoped t h a t  t h l s  p r o J e c t  w l l l  c o n t l n u e  f r o m  y e a r  t o  yea r  

b o t h  t o  encourage r e s e a r c h  and o r l g l n a l  l t y  and t o  s l o w l y  b u l  I d  up 

a body o f  m a t e r l a l  t o  w h l c h  l a t e r  s t u d e n t s  can r e f e r .  
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s a v e  money w l t h  t h e  a l m  o f  supporting a f a r m  and  f a m i l y  e l s e w h e r ? .  

" v i s i t s  t o  t h e  t o w n s h i p  a r e  w l t h  a  v i e w  o f  
o n t e r l  n g  h i s  c h e q u e  t o  h i s  a c c o u n t ,  o r  o f  
f o r w a r d l n g  it by  p o s t  o f f  i c e  o r d e r  t o  h i s  
' o l d  woman1 a t  t h e  homostoad h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l e s  
away" .  ( 1 3 )  

A n t h o n y  T r o l  l o p e  who t r a v e l  l e d  e x t e n s l v e l  y  i n  t h e  o u t b a c k  and s p e n t  
some mon ths  I n  1871, and  a g a i n  I n  1875 o n  sheep s t a t l o n s  w r o t e :  

"The b u l k  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  I s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  a  nomad 
t r i b e ,  who wander  I n  q u e s t  o f  t h e i r  work ,  a n d  a r e  ; 

h l r e d  o n l y  f o r  a  t i m e .  T h i s  i s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  
c a s e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  w a s h i n g  sheep and s h e a r i n g  them. .  . 
F o r  a l  l t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  t e m p o r a r y  w o r k  I s  r e q u i  r e d  
and t h e  s q u a t t e r  s e l d o m  knows w h e t h e r  t h e  man he  e m p l o y s  
be  m a r r i e d  o r  s i n g l e .  They come and  go, and a r e  
known b y  q u e e r  n l c k h a m e s  o r  a r e  known b y  no names 
a t  a l  I .  They p r o b a b l y  have  t h e i r  w i v e s  e l s e w h e r o  a n d  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e m  f o r  a  seasonn .  ( 1 4 )  

h l s  lncomo by  d r o v l n g  i n  t h e  o f f - s e a s o n  l e a v i n g  h i s  w i f e ,  E l  l e n ,  
a l o n e  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  f a r m  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e .  The c e n s u s  r e t u r n s  
r e c o r d s d  i n  t h e  a p p e n d i x  c o u l d  t a l l y  w l t h  s u c h  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  
s h o w i n g  a h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  f e m a l e s  I n  t h o s e  c o u n t i e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  more c l o s e l y  s e t t l e d  d i s t r i c t s  

Thus  i n  M c Q u e e n t s  o p l n i o n  t h e  bushman was n o t  a s  l a n d l e s s  
a s  Ward makes o u t .  F o r  I n s t a n c e  i n  t h a  R i v e r i n a  i n  1891 t h e r e  
was g e n e r a l  r e 1  i o f  amongs t  t h o  s t r i k i n g  d r a y  d r i v e r s  on l e a r n i n g  
t h a t  f i n e s  imposed  c o u l d  be t a k e n  o n l y  f r o m  wages and  n o t  f r o m  
p r o p e r t y ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  I n  t h l s  a r e a ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  bushman wss 
r e c e i v i n g  a n  income f r o m  t h s  l a n d .  I n  t h e  f a r  n o r t h  g o l d  m i n e r s  
opposed t h e  use o f  kanaka  l a b o u r  on s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  
g r o u n d s  t h a t  I t  made p o s s i  b i e  t h e  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  l a r g e  e s t a t e s  
and t h u s  l i m l t c d  t h e 1  r p r o s p e c t s  o f  b c c o m i n g  c a n e  f a r m e r s .  A n d  
McQusen s t a t e s  t h a t  t h l s  a m b i t i o n  f o r  l a n d  was n o t  p e c u l  t a r  t o  .? 
p z r t i c u l a r  g r o u p  b u t  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  t o w n s f o l k .  T h e r e  e x i s t e d  
a  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  among t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  t l m o  t h a t  t h e  s o i l  was 
t h e  s o u r c o  o f  a ' B l o k e s '  r e d e m p t i o n  f r o m  l a r r i c k i n h o o d .  ( 1 5 )  
McQueen s t a t e s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  A u s t r a l  l a  was, I n  p l a c e s ,  a  b i g  m a n ' s  
c o u n t r y  t h e s e  were  n o t  where  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  n o n - u r b a n  p o p u l t 3 t l o n  
l i v e d  and  w o r k e d .  F o r  e x a m p l e  S o u t h  A u s t r a l  i a  be low t h o  
l i ne  was d e l  i b e r a t e l  y  a  sma l i h o l d e r s 1  f r o n t i e r .  And i m p o r t a n t  
p o c k e t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  w e s t  o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l  l a ,  Tasmania ,  
G l p p s l a n d ,  t h e  D a r l i n g  Downs and  t h e  R i v e r i n a  a t  l c o n f i r m  t h e  
possibility o f  l a n d e d  p r o p r i e t o r s h i p  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  

S .H.Rober ts ,  a u t h o r  o f  Tho S q u a t t i n g  Age I n  A u s t r a l  l a ,  a g r e e s  
w i t h  Ward t h a t  t h e  smal 1 men I n  t h e  A u s t r a l  l a  o f  t h i s  t i m e  h a d  a  
h a r d  l o t  b u t  . goes  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  bush  o f f e r e d  o p p o r t u n i t y .  
HQ d r a w s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  s q u a t t i n g  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t  a s  t w o  
s l a b  h u t s ,  a  t u m b l e  down wool  shed a n d  a  c o u p l e  o f  r o u g h e r  o u t  
s t a t l o n s .  The  a b s e n c e  o f  s e c u r i t y  o v e r  l a n d  p r ~ v e n t i n g  a n y  s a n e  
man f r o m  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  p e r m a n e n t  hone  o r  improvements .  I n  a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t  s u c h  a s  t h l s  R o b e r t q  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e o r e t I c 2 l  l y ,  a 
s q u a t t e r  w o u l d  b o a s t  o f  h i s  g a r d e n  and  h l s  i n t e n t l o n  t o  p l o u g h  
some t a n  a c r e s  and  w o u l d  d ream o f  a s m a l l  b a r n  a n d  d a i r y  b u t  
t h e s o  v e r y  r a r e l y  came t o  p a s s .  (1  6) However, one b e g i n s  t o  wondor  
w h e t h e r  t h e s e  were  m e r e l y  t h e  ' d r e a m s '  o f  t h e  s q u a t t e r  a s  R o b e r t s  
s u g g e s t s ,  o r  w h e t h e r  t h o r e  was i n d e e d  soma r e a l  i t y  i n  them. 
E s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  R o b e r t s  n e x t  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  l o n g  rema i n e d  u n b e i  l e v a b i  y  h a r d  "oven m o r e  s o f 1  t h a n  
t h e  uncertainty o f  t e n u r e  w a r r a n t e d .  (1  7 )  P o s s i b l  y  t h o  s q u a t t e r  
d i d n ' t  w o r r y  a b o u t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  because  f o r  h i m  t h i s  was o n l y  
a  t o m p o r a r y  e x i s t e n c e ,  h i s  s t a b l e  home b e i n g  l o c a t e d  e l  sewhere ,  












